Futures Reflection
By: Karen Edoff
Currently, I am a science and computer teacher for middle school children.  There are many obstacles in my career that challenge my ability to achieve my goal.   The largest obstacle is trying to teach students that cannot comprehend content because they are not at grade level.  Another obstacle is competing against “the easy/entertaining route” and my third obstacle is the long hours grading homework and tests.  In five years from now, my current problems will become less of a problem due to the change in the government, society habits and also due to a change with how technology is used in education. 
PASS/FAIL SYSTEM

The government will change how students will pass “grades”.  Instead of passing a grade level, they will have to prove knowledge of given standards each school year.  Each core subject will have their own standards and each year (grade) will have its own basic requirements; such as critical thinking skills.  Once a standard has been achieved they may move on to the next standard.  Now the catch, if a student doesn’t pass a standard, they cannot move on.  

Technology will play an important role in this new pass/fail system.   All assignments will be computerized to meet the need of the students.  As the student progresses, so will the difficultly of their lessons.  The computer program will be able to “get a feel” for the student and assign more practice to standards where they are weak.  .  A student could easily be at level 10 in math and 3 in English.   This way, if a student is excellent in math but not English is still able to excel in their strength but also focus on their weakness.  Students will no longer be able to be “pushed” through the system even though they have not yet achieved the proper background knowledge.
CULTURAL FLAVOR

In lower levels, test questions and assignments could be selected to have an influential ethnic background, such as Spanish, Arabic, German, etc.  This is to help eliminate cultural bias questions.  However, the content tested will be the same.  Each test “flavor” can be selected by the tester.  So when they come to the question find the action word.  Each test will be specified will be specified to their culture.  They will get Jose went to the veranda or Jim went to the patio.  There is still only one action word and each student must find it.  As the student progresses, the tests will become more and more integrated.  This way it insures students also understands other cultures. 
ONLINE EDUCATION

Secondary education will not be as structured as it will be for the elementary students.  Secondary education will be online based rather than classroom based.  The appeal of online courses is evident; educators can increase the range of course offerings available to all students as well as provide educational access to special students (for example, homebound, incarcerated, and atypical students for whom regular classrooms are not effective).
Of course they will still have to complete the standards but it will be more flexible to meet their schedule.  Barriers of time and place are tumbling as technology offers new choices and opportunities for students and educators. Over the last 20 years or more, American schools have embraced distance learning tools to enhance students' educational opportunities. Satellite, microwave, cable, and broadcast television first gave students access to courses not otherwise available in their home schools. More recently, multimedia Internet-based technologies have provided even more powerful options for teaching and learning at a distance. With virtually all schools now linked to the Internet, states, districts, and individual schools are increasingly adopting online courses to expand their curricula. (NEA 2008)

We know that technology will help remove geography and economics as barriers to high educational achievement for every child.  Online education will face the challenge and ensure that information technology increases the quantity of educational opportunities while maintaining or enhancing the quality of those opportunities.  The more online education offered, the less the barrier will be between the “haves” and the “have nots”.    
GROUP SETTINGS

Education will not be all technology based.  There will also classroom, “group time”.  This is especially important in the elementary and middle school level.  Group time is when the group will discuss the topic, share their thoughts, ideas and projects.  Technology will be involved during this time but not as an assessor of skill but as a means to project thoughts.  This is the time the leader/facilitor will help clear up any misconceptions or demonstrate a concept in more depth.  
THE DOCUMENT CAMERA

There is one hardware that will help meet this criteria; the document camera.   The document camera will soon replace all overhead projectors.  No more transparencies, no more dirty fingers from wiping off the ink.  The document camera can bring 2-D to life. Instantly, display notes and math problems, maps, or newspaper articles without having to spend money on copies. (Camcor 2008)

In addition to showing notes and written materials to your classroom with your document camera, three-dimensional objects can be displayed as well. 
In Science Classes students will be able to see the teacher dissecting a frog Or, show the difference between beetles and butterflies in a unique, new way. 

In Geometry Classes the document camera will add a 3D twist to the world of pyramids, cones and cylinders.  In Geology Classes, the document camera teachers can show up-close and personal different types and textures of rocks.  (Camcor 2008)

NO BIAS

As time passes, different culture will no longer be an issue because they will no longer exist.   We will be so culturally mixed that race will no longer be an issue.  It’ won’t be the have and the have nots.  However, it will be the will and the will nots. Rewarding ambition will be so powerful that laziness or the inability to possess certain skills will become undesirable.  
In the future, we will no longer have to distinguish color, race or ethnicity.  Each person will be able to achieve as high as they want or as high as they are capable.  Not everyone will become a scholar but everyone will have the same opportunity.   For those students who interest in learning and/or ability run out, will have a small selection of careers.  These career choices will be based upon their abilities.  As I said before, not everyone can be scholars; our world needs garbage men and servers at fast food restaurants too.  The lower you achieve on the academic level the less choice of a career you have.  The higher you achieve the broader the career choice.  The higher level has the choice of having a career choice that not only fits their profile but also the level below.  

There will be no such thing as the Negro college fund or the Mexican college fund it will just be a college fund for those willing to work for it.  With this system effort is rewarded.  Those students that achieve high will automatically receive a credit (payment) toward their college education.  This type of credit will only be applicable toward an education, not to be cashed in when they “need” it.  The better they succeed in school the more credit they can earn towards a college education.       
CLOSURE

Embracing technology and incorporating it in our classroom and life style is fun and exciting.  However, not everyone feels that way.  Changing the way people think and allowing for the flexibility technology can offer to classroom requires time and a lot of it.  I honestly do not believe, my thoughts will be reality in 5 years for everyone. I still have many coworkers whose philosophy is “if its not broke, don’t fix it”.   Meaning, they are happy where they are at. Their students perform well and they are learning.  I keep trying to encourage them to try new things.  One of these days, they will find a technology or tool that will spark the fire.  As soon as the “spark begins”, the technology and how it is used in that school setting will change too.  Until that day, I will just have to be patient and keep trying.
REFERENCES

1. Camcor, Inc.(2008) Your Classroom and The Document Camera. Retrieved October 2008 from 

http://www.camcor.com/guides/Classroom_DocumentCameras.html
2. Davies, Glyn.(2008). Money in North American History From Wampum to Electronic 
       
Funds Transfer. Retrieved October 2008 from
        
 http://projects.exeter.ac.uk/RDavies/arian/northamerica.html   

3. McLemee, Scott.(2008).  Paper Money. Retrieved October 2008 from 
http://www.insidehighered.com/views/2008/10/22/mclemee
4. National Education Association.(2008). Guide to Online High School Courses. 

           
Retrieved October 2008 from. http://www.nea.org/technology/onlinecourseguide.html
5. World Wide Turn. (2008) The World’s Premier Online Directory of Education. Retrieved 
October 2008 from
       
http://www.worldwidelearn.com/online-degrees/online-high-school-courses.htm
